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The 5 Mbst Inportant Things to Consider Wen Doi ng Localized SEO
By Mo Mastafa (c) 2012

First of all, let us just quickly define what Localized Search
Engi ne Optim zation (Local SEOQ is. Local SEO is basically the
process of optim zing your website to performbetter in the
search engines by allowing it to be found for the keywords which
relate to the area in which you're | ocated.

To illustrate, if you were |ooking to be found locally when
users search for SEO services in your area, and you're based

in Wal es, one such search termyou may | ook to optinmize for may
be ' SEO wal es'. This would naturally vary depending on the

| ocation in which you're situated and what users are actually

| ooki ng for.

So let us take a look at the 5 nost inportant things to renmenber
when optimzing for |ocal search terms:

1) Keyword Research

It all starts with keyword research. This not only invol ves
knowi ng your niche but al so knowi ng the keywords that people use
to search for your niche specific products or services. One great
way to establish if there is relevant traffic for a particular
keyword, before optimzing your site, is to use the Google
AdWor ds keyword tool. A quick Google search will allow you to
find the tool

Let's assune you are a Cardiff based conpany that sells

second- hand cars throughout Wales. The first thing you'd | ook
to do once you've opened the Google keyword tool is, adjust the
search settings so that they are set to display only results
rel evant to the UK

Then enter a seed keyword relating to your product or services,
plus insert the area nane which you're targeting e.g. 'second-hand
cars . You'll now be able to see how many searches

are performed for that keyword phrase, plus get an indication
of the level of advertiser conpetition for that particular
keyword or phrase.

But don't just assume that because you sell second-hand

aut onobil es in Wal es, that people |ooking to buy in that region
will sinply type 'second-hand autonobiles in wales' into

Google. As a further analysis mght reveal that the actual search
term people are using is actually 'second-hand cars in wales'.

So, had you not performed proper keyword research and sinply made
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an assunption, as many webmasters do, you could be wasting
precious time optim zing for the wong keywords.

Tip - If the keyword tool shows that the search terns you're
| ooking to optimze have a high | evel of advertiser
conpetition, don't be put off. This normally indicates that
they are also highly commercial terns, nmeaning people may be
nore |ikely to buy!

2) Onsite Optimzation

Once you have created your list of the nost rel evant keywords,
it's time to start optim zing your site. Make sure that your
mai n keywords appear in your title tags and in your Hl tags.

As in the above exanple, you would now use the keyword phrase
'second-hand cars in wales' in your hone page title tag.

Ideally aligned to the left foll owed by the pipe character, and
then insert your domain name or conpany name |ast. But make sure
that you optim ze each page for a different, yet related keyword
so your site has a natural feel to it.

Al so ensure that your keywords appear throughout your content,
but don't go overboard on this. You don't want to appear
spamy. Instead, try to wite naturally and |let your keywords
just fall into place where they seemrel evant.

For exanple, you mght wite sentences that include your keyword
phrase, or variations of them such as 'If you're |ooking to

buy a second-hand car, then you've conme to the right place. At
Joe's Auto Store we specialize in second-hand cars in wales.'

Al so make sure that your company address is showing in the
contact us page as this will also be indexed and can reaffirmto
t he search engines exactly where you are | ocated.

Additionally, if it's a brand new site, you may want to buy a
.c0.uk domain nane (which ideally contains your |ocation) as wel
as host your site on UK based servers, as this will also allow
you to rank better locally, especially if you' re custoners are
all searching fromwithin the UK

3) Create Unique Content

Create regul ar unique and fresh content that will draw visitors
back to your site. Make sure you add val ue and people will
naturally come back. They nay even point a link or two at your
site in the process and always try to get some backlinks from
websites and conpanies that are also located in your area

These links will not only drive visitors fromlinking sites to
yours, they will also hel p boost your search engi ne rankings.
One good way to do this is to include a resources page, listing

val uabl e i nformation such as 'The Top 10 Driving Routes in

Wal es'. You might even want to nmake things nore interactive by
i ncluding a Google map so people can plan their driving routes
for the holiday seasons.

4) Build Hi gh Quality Backlinks

As nentioned above, one of the best ways to build backlinks is to
create uni que content on your site. If what you've witten is
newswort hy, you may want to use a social bookmarking site such

as DIGG to let the world know
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An inmportant point to renenber when buil ding backlinks is to
focus on quality over quantity. So nake sure that the |inks
pointing to your site are fromreputable and related sites. A
simple rule is this - if a site conplements your site but is
not a direct conpetitor, then you should ask themfor a link.

For exanple, in the second-hand cars exanple, you could try to
get a link fromthe Wl sh Tourist Board or the Drivers
Associ ation for the Wales area.

Plus you will definitely want to get your site listed in Google
Pl aces (Formerly Google Local). This will require a small
confirmation process, but is well worth the effort.

Al so, don't be afraid to point sonme |inks outwards. Just
make sure you point at reputable sites because the search
engines won't like it if you keep bad conmpany so to speak
Plus your readers will love it if you help make their
experience better. You could for exanple point a link to the
mai n aut onobi | e breakdown associations in the area, so they
can bookmark your website for future reference.

5) Article Marketing

Anot her great way to create backlinks, other than sinply asking
webnmasters to point links at your site, is to wite great unique
articles and post themon article directories. |If readers like
what they see, they may pick your articles up and place them on
their own sites and in the process credit you with a backlink.

Atip would be to include your search phrase you want to be found
for in your author bio box since this will give the search engi nes
a better idea as to what your site is about.

In the above exanple, it could read along the lines of 'Joe's
Auto Store has been hel ping |local car |overs throughout Wales &
Engl and find second hand cars in Wales for over a decade' and
t hen meki ng the keywords beconme the hyperlink back to your site.

Finally, you should also try to get articles placed on |oca
article directories such as the
(http://ww. pl usonesfast.com ) Wl sh Business Directory.

So there you have a great 5 step fornmula for hel ping your
website performbetter in the | ocal search results using natura
met hods.

Fol | ow t he above steps and you can be sure that you will keep
both your readers as well as the search engi nes happy.

Mo Mastafa a BA (http://ww. pl usonesfast. com > Busi ness
Management Graduate fromthe UK. He's an entrepreneur &
internet marketer with years of business experience, who enjoys
soci al i zing, sports and | earni ng about business & the web.

Copyright © 2012 Jayde Online, Inc. Al Rights Reserved.

SEOQ- News is a registered service mark of Jayde Online, Inc

1/12/2012 9:18 AM


http://www.plusonesfast.com/)Welsh
http://www.plusonesfast.com/>
http://www.seo-news.com/archives/2012/jan/12prt.html

